Louisiana All-State Orchestra - String Auditions 2010
Fact Sheet

Joseph E. LeBlanc, LMEA Orchestra Division Chair

9407 Prestonwood Circle

Shreveport, LA 71115

H.: (318) 797-8577 C.: (318) 820-9668
jeleblanc@caddo.k12.la.us
bigdaddysgtjoe@earthlink.net
Audition Material/Information to District Directors
Audition packet (including fact sheet, audition form, master list form) will send through email.  Tapes or CDs return mailing label, and postage will be mailed by August 27, 2010.

Student Eligibility
Students in grades nine through twelve whose school string/orchestra instructor is a current member of LMEA are eligible to audition. A string student auditioning for the All-State Orchestra must be a member of the school’s string music program. If the school does not offer string or orchestra instruction, the student must be certified by the eligible music teacher at the school or an LMEA-member private teacher.

Audition Deadline
Recorded auditions must be completed and postmarked no later than September 24, 2010.
Purpose of Auditions
1) To determine membership in the orchestra.
2) To devise a preliminary rank order of students by instrument section. The violin rank order will be used to determine assignment of 1st and 2nd violin parts.  (Additionally, all rank orders will be used in a tie-breaking capacity when necessary in the case of chair placement auditions, which will occur at the LMEA Conference.)
3) To balance the violin sections, part assignment will be as follows after chair tryouts on the program excerpts.
a. First Violins will consist of chair numbers 1, 2 and all odd numbered chairs,
b. Second Violins will consist of chairs 3, 4 and all even numbered chairs.
4) All string sections will be seated with high number chairs on the outside of the stand with lower number chairs on the inside.
Recording
To make for easier comparisons among students in the adjudication of tapes or CDs, use one tape or one CD per student. Tapes or CDS are ready to go. Simply insert and record.
Recording Label
On each tape or CD label, write the district number, instrument, and student number. For example, District 2, Cello 7
Recording Script
Each person responsible for administering auditions is to see to it that the following script is used to introduce each student prior to his/her performance. After recording has begun, the monitor should say, for example, “District 2, Cello 7.” The appropriate district number, instrument, and student number should be spoken for each student.  Once a recording of a student audition has begun, it may not be stopped and re-recorded.
Master List
The enclosed master list should be completed with careful attention to ensure that the student name and student number are consistent with the written and spoken information on his or her tape. This is the only means we have to connect the student with his tape.
Audition Material
Scales

The LMEA handbook details a rotational approach to the scale requirement. For violin and viola, 4 slurred sixteenth notes per bow, ascending and descending, minimum tempo of quarter note = 60, 2 octaves except where indicated. For cello, 2 slurred eighth notes per bow, ascending and descending, minimum tempo of quarter note = 60, 2 octaves excerpt where indicated. For bass, 2 slurred eighth notes per bow, ascending and descending, minimum tempo of quarter note = 60, 1 octave except where indicated. For piano and harp, sixteenth notes, legato, ascending and descending, minimum tempo of quarter note = 60, 4 octaves.

Required Scales for the Academic Year 2009-2010
Scales is that appears under (2010-2011) in the handbook on the LMEA new website.  All scales will be played in sixteenth notes, legato style, ascending and descending, at minimum tempo of quarter note = 60.

Repertoire
Repertoire is that which appears under Set II (2009-2010) in the handbook on the LMEA new website.
Order of Material on Recording
1) The required (4) scales should be played first, in the left to right order they are listed above.
2) Excerpts, in either order, should follow the scales.
Audition Form and Fee
Each student must complete an All-State audition form (enclosed) and pay an audition fee of $12.00 on or before the audition date. I would prefer that a single district or school check for the total amount made out to LMEA is forwarded to me instead of individual personal checks, though individual checks made out to LMEA will be accepted. Please do not send cash.

Deadline for Orchestra Chair to Receive All Materials

The box you received contains tapes/CDS, a return label, return postage, and other material. Please use it to return the following: Audition tapes (both used and unused), master list, registration forms, and payment.  The box must be postmarked no later than September 24, 2010. No room has been built in for late entries. In the case of late entries, students will lose the privilege of taking part in All-State Orchestra.
Information to Sender of Completed Audition Materials (tapes or CDs, forms, fees)
Re-use the original box.  Return postage is provided; affix it to the box.
Recorded Adjudication
Recordings will be evaluated during the week of October 1, 2010.

Recording Quality
One potential drawback to the taping of auditions at multiple sites is that variations in recording techniques may impact recording quality, thus creating an uneven “playing field” for students with respect to the evaluation of their performances. Given the purpose of these auditions (described above), it is paramount that district chairs make every effort to utilize recording equipment that exceeds that of consumer grade. Here are a few recording tips:

· Use the tapes that have been supplied by LMEA. Regardless of their quality, if used by all, no one has an unfair advantage.

· Dolby noise reduction, though not required, will help optimize sound quality.

· Have students stand no more than 4 feet away from the microphone.

Audition Results
Students may check the LMEA website for audition results in mid October. For students who are selected for the orchestra, All-State music and information will be forwarded to district chairs for distribution to students’ teachers in mid October.
All-State Dates and Site

November 19 - 21, 2010; Crown Plaza, Holiday Inn Select Baton Rouge
Summary
1) Complete auditions before September 24, 2010.

2) Use one tape or CD per student. On tape, identify each student by reading script. Label tape/CD
3) The student should play 4 required scales followed by 2 excerpts (except piano and harp--see above).

4) Collect audition registration forms and $12.00 from each student.

5) Complete master list.

6) Consolidate payment into one check if possible. No cash, please.

7) September 24 postmark for the return of audition material to:

Joseph E. LeBlanc

9407 Prestonwood Circle

Shreveport, LA 71115
8) To sender: Re-use the original box.  A completed mailing label, return postage, and adhesive tape to secure the box are supplied.

9) All-State music and information will be forwarded to district chairs for distribution to students’ teachers in mid October.
